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FOUNDING PARTNER 
CARVER DARDEN

Ray Areaux is an Intellectual Property and business lawyer and an active angel 
investor.  Ray has chaired his firm’s IP practice group since he founded the firm 
in 1994 (Carver, Darden, Koretzky, Tessier, Finn, Blossman & Areaux, LLC). 
With over 30 years in the IP field, his practice is devoted to obtaining, licensing 
and enforcing all manner of patent, trademark, copyright and other intellectual 
property rights and Ray is a registered patent attorney with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office.  He also served as a product development engineer with IBM 
at its lab in Austin, Texas, and then later a systems engineer with Conoco in New 
Orleans.  Ray holds a J.D. (Loyola University) and both a B.S. in Electrical Engi-
neering and a B.S. in Computer and Information Systems (Tulane University).

RAY
AREAUX

DIRECTOR VETERANS AFFAIRS
NEW ORLEANS REGIONAL OFFICE

Mark Bologna is the Director of the regional office of Veterans Affairs and former 
Executive Director of the Veterans Benefits Management System.  In 2010, 
Mark was tapped by the White House to lead a turnaround of the Veterans 
Administration’s online systems and bring them up to 21st century standards. 
In this role, he worked with a number of leading tech entrepreneurs volunteering 
to help the VA.  Prior to this, Mark was the Director of the VA Loan Guarantee 
Program.  He is a graduate of UL Lafeyette and grew up in his family’s Gentilly 
restaurant business.  A passionate New Orleanian, Mark currently runs a pod-
cast on New Orleans called Beyond Bourbon Street (www.beyondbour-
bonst.com).

MARK
BOLOGNA

COO 
ENGINEERING & INSPECTION SERVICES, LLC

Joseph Brinz is an executive and senior mechanical engineer with 18+ years' 
experience in Engineering and Project Management, mainly in Oil & Gas (O&G) 
sectors.  Having formerly worked with Chevron, Shell, Murphy and Exxon, he 
helped found Engineering & Inspection Services, LLC (EIS) and now serves as 
its Chief Operating Officer.  He has previously worked as a Senior Project Man-
ager, HAZOP Project Engineer, and TAR Engineer for several large players in 
the Oil and Gas industry. 

JOSEPH
BRINZ



OWNER 
E-CLAIM.COM, LLC

Thomas Brown is an entrepreneur, insurance claims leader, and technology 
executive with a diverse skill set and more than 25 years of experience in IT and 
insurance claims. He is an expert in all aspects of insurance claims, as well as 
disaster reporting, adjusting, emerging technologies, data center management 
and software automation. He has experience operating an independent claims 
adjusting business with a wide knowledge base in nearly every profession, 
including legal, medical, construction and several other competitive industries. 
He has deep working knowledge of self-insured markets, surplus lines, 
catastrophe operations, personal and commercial lines, private investigations, 
third-party administration, and brokerage and agency operations.

THOMAS 
BROWN

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
IRON MOUNTAIN

Tommy Campbell is an accomplished international business executive and has 
led a number of divisions and strategic initiatives for the data management com-
pany Iron Mountain.  He most recently handled the negotiation and integration 
of strategic acquisitions for Iron Mountain in Europe.  He has significant M&A 
experience in identifying, executing, and integrating strategic acquisitions 
Mountain in North America and in Europe. He received his B.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering from LSU  and is currently working on building a portfolio of actively 
managed real estate investment in multifamily housing in Baton Rouge and 
New Orleans.

TOMMY 
CAMPBELL

OWNER & PRESIDENT 
COMMTECH INDUSTRIES

Daryl D’Aquin is the owner and President of CommTech Industries, and has 
been a technology entrepreneur in New Orleans for over 25 years.  He was part 
of the founding group of the Idea Village and has served on a number of eco-
nomic development task forces related to entrepreneurship.  He is also part of 
the management team for Endymion.  He has a B.S. in Electrical and Electron-
ics Engineering from UNO.DARYL 

D’AQUIN



DEAN, SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

MACKEY & 
HENRY 

GREMILLION

Henry A. Gremillion, DDS, MAGD, is the sixth dean of the LSUHSC School of 
Dentistry (LSUSD).  His previous appointment was at the University of Florida 
College of Dentistry (UFCD), where he was the Parker E. Mahan Endowed 
Professor of Orofacial Pain in the Department of Orthodontics and a member of 
the dental staff of Shands Teaching Hospital. Dr. Gremillion also served for 
17 years as the director of the UFCD Parker Mahan Facial Pain Center and 
its fellowship program in craniomandibular dysfunction. Dr. Gremillion also 
has served as a consultant for temporomandibular disorders and orofacial 
pain to the Malcolm Randall Veterans Administration Hospital, the United 
States Army, Navy, and Air Force, and the American Dental Association’s 
Council on Dental Practice. Since 2002, he has been co-investigator on four 
research projects with funding exceeding $3 million. He has authored or co-
authored eighty-five scientific articles, abstracts, and textbook chapters. 

OWNER 
SOUTHERN PAIN RELIEF CLINIC

Dr. Tarun Jolly is the owner and head physician at Southern Pain Relief 
Clinic, which uses accurate diagnosis coupled with advanced therapies and 
interven-tions aimed at improving a patient’s daily living.   Dr. Jolly is also the 
founder of Renaissance RX which specialized in genetically customized 
pharmaceuticals and received one of the largest private equity investments 
for a New Orleans based start-up.TARUN  
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JOHN

FOSTER

John Foster is the Business Director for Innophos, the world's 
leading producer of specialty phosphates.  John specializes in 
supply chain and operations for the company's plant in Geismar, 
LA.  John lives in Baton Rouge and is active in the Baton Rouge 
start-up community.  He is a graduate of Louisiana State 
University with a degree in chemical engineering and and M.B.A 
from LSU.
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BILL
LOCANDER

DEAN, COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY NEW ORLEANS

Bill Locander serves as the Dean of the College of Business at Loyola Universi-
ty, whose faculty he joined in 2008. He represents the University as a Member 
of Lagniappe.  He previously worked in Jacksonville, Fla., where he served 
as the founding director and chair of the Davis Leadership Center at 
Jacksonville University’s Davis College of Business. He received his Ph.D. in 
1973 from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana. After joining the 
University of Houston, he served as chair of the Department of Marketing 
and Entrepreneurship and associate dean of the C.T. Bauer College of 
Busi-ness. While at Houston, Locander participated in many of their executive 
train-ing programs.  He has spoken and consulted in the areas of leadership, 
organi-zational change, marketing, total quality, strategic planning, and 
customer satis-faction with companies such as Inchcape Shipping Services, 
General Electric, IBM, Chevron, 3M, Procter & Gamble, Sea Land, American 
Brands, the City of Richmond, California, USF Health Sciences Center, 
Sea Star Lines, and Regency Centers. 

TECHNICAL SALES DIVISION 
CMA TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

Peter Mackey worked for twenty years at IBM and, for the last 15 years, has 
been at CMA Technology Solutions, where he works in Technical Sales. He is 
a graduate of Louisiana State University.

PETER 
MACKEY

PRESIDENT 
ALLIEDPRA

Jeff O’Hara began his career in the hospitality industry in 1985 and has worked 
in every facet of the industry; namely, he has worked in luxury boutique hotels 
and 1,000 plus room “supertankers,” managed small restaurants, and devel-
oped B&Bs.  Since purchasing the AlliedPRA New Orleans franchise in 2002, 
he has made the New Orleans destination experience his focus. He is active in 
a number of industry associations and sits on several Boards, including  the 
New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Society of Hosts at Flori-
da  State University.  He received a BS in Hospitality Administration from Florida 
State University and an MBA from Tulane University.

JEFF
O’HARA



DIRECTOR, BUSINESS STUDIES, SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES
TULANE UNIVERSITY

Choose Taurman has worked with businesses and academia since leaving the 
Army as a Captain in the early 1970’s.  In 1976, he earned his MBA at the A.B. 
Freeman School of Business at Tulane University, starting his business career 
working for a local entrepreneur who owned oil and gas properties, manufactur-
ing companies, and multi-family real estate developments as the owner’s trou-
bleshooter and CFO of the creosote and furniture manufacturing company. 
Choose served as VP of Marketing for DigiCourse, a company owned by 
Laitrum Corporation, to develop markets for its digital compass in the global 
seismographic and NATO-Allied military areas.  Choose and his wife then 
founded and operated Systems Instrumentation & Automation (SIA), a distribu-
tor of Honeywell automation equipment and integrator of instrumentation and 
automation equipment servicing the petrochemical industry.  Choose and Liz 
sold the business in 1999.  In academia, Choose has worked as Assistant Dean 
of the AB Freeman School of Business, where he developed the Human 
Resource Management, Casino Resort Management and Homeland Security 
degree programs for the School of Continuing Studies.  Finally, as a real estate 
developer, he has participated in a condo conversion in the French Quarter and 
redevelopment of a 183-unit apartment complex in New Orleans, and re-pur-
posed an office building in the New Orleans Central Business District.    

CHOOSE 
TAURMAN




